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ABOUT OPERA FOR THE YOUNG
Opera for the Young (OFTY) brings live, professional opera to elementary 
schools, with students performing alongside professional artists. Each 
school receives comprehensive teaching materials, including tutorial 
videos, a teacher guide, student handbook, libretto, evaluations, and 
a cast recording. Productions are fully staged, sung in English, and 
adapted for kids, with a lively Q&A session following every show.

OFTY’s audiences enjoy master composers’ original scores in contexts 
relevant to kids’ lives, including:

Learn more about 
Opera for the Young 

at ofty.org or find 
us on Facebook, 

YouTube, or 
Instagram!

O P E R A
FOR THE YOUNG

•	Barber of Seville (1950s Ohio)

•	The Elixir of Love (old American West)

•	Super Storm! (OFTY original)

•	Massenet’s Cinderella

•	Grétry’s Beauty and the Beast 
(fantastical South Asian island)

•	Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel

•	The Pirates of Penzance

•	Dvorak’s Rusalka, A Mermaid’s Tale 
(Caribbean Reef)

•	The Magic Flute (outer space)

•	Orpheus Returns (based on Offenbach, 
Gluck, and Monteverdi)

OFTY’s mission is to ignite enthusiasm for opera. The artistic vision in pursuit of that mission:

1.) Engage and educate children about opera with professional,  
affordable, school-based performances;

2.) Involve students in all aspects - from design to performance; 

3.) Provide professional opportunities for emerging artists;

4.) Create new operatic works for young audiences;

5.) Broaden access to opera for the entire school community.

Serving Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Minnesota, Michigan, Indiana, 
and Kentucky, OFTY reaches 
over 75,000 students at 200 
school performances annually. 

www.OFtY.org
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ACT I 

There is an amplified introduction explaining the origin of the Sun and Moon Planets and introducing 
their rulers, the wise King Sarastro and the treacherous Queen of the Night (#1). Our story begins 
on the Moon Planet as the power-hungry Queen is planning to take over the Sun Planet. She has 
directed Princess Pamina to carry out her evil orders or face a lifetime of exile, roaming the universe 
in solitude (#2).  Despite this heart-breaking choice, the noble Pamina cannot bring herself to fulfill 
the Queen’s command (#3).  As she prepares for the consequences, she hears voices from across 
the galaxy: the Alien Council of Wisdom invites her to join them on their peaceful Sun Planet (#4). 
Pamina agrees, and flies off to warn her new friends of the Queen’s treachery. (#5) The Queen 
has overheard this exchange and summons her Dragon to go after Pamina. Meanwhile, Prince 
Tamino has landed on the Moon Planet and is being chased by that fierce Dragon. The prince sees 
Pamina briefly as she escapes the Moon Planet by whirling away in the Flying Tube, but he is finally 
overwhelmed by the Dragon and collapses. The Queen’s 3 Ladies appear and send the Dragon 
back to its cave, deciding that this handsome soldier might be able to carry out the Queen’s evil 
orders (#6). A strange bird-like man (Papageno) appears (#7) and takes credit for scaring off the 
Dragon. The 3 Ladies punish Papageno for lying (#8) and show Tamino a vision of Pamina from the 
distant Sun Planet (#9). The two men are sent off by the Ladies to do the Queen’s bidding (#10). 
The Ladies give Tamino and Papageno Silver Bells and a Magic Flute to protect and empower them 

on their interplanetary trip and in their conquest of Sarastro (#11).

ACT II

On the Sun Planet, the Council of Wisdom welcomes all to their sunny, cheerful home, explaining 
their goal of cosmic peace (#12). Papageno and Tamino arrive and split up to find Pamina. Invisible 
voices assure Tamino that the princess is alive (#13). The alien members of the Council of Wisdom 
meet and warmly greet the surprised Tamino, explaining that he has been deceived by the evil 
Queen. They urge him to find the princess quickly before the Queen arrives (#14). Meanwhile, 
Papageno has found Pamina and they sing of friendship and the goal of peaceful harmony (#15). 
The two are on their way to find Tamino when the Queen enters, ready to foil their plans. Papageno 
plays his little Silver Bells and their magic makes the Queen temporarily forget her evil intentions 
and start dancing (#16). The Queen comes out of her trance and is joined by her 3 Ladies for an 
assault on Sarastro (#17). Just in the nick of time, Tamino plays the Magic Flute and its soothing 
music wins the day (#18, 19). The Ladies disappear and the Queen becomes aware of what is truly 
right: she gives up on treachery and joins Tamino, Papageno, and Pamina as they sing a tribute to 
peace, kinship, and love (#20).

PLOT SYNOPSIS
Includes Cast Recording Track Numbers (A shorter version is available in the Student Handbook)

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/12Snuq6-0fj2-Q2T_sxiuRK4qhLYJMVYW?usp=sharing
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Teachers are encouraged to use these activities before or after the performance, as time permits.  
Please share these pages with classroom teachers!

1.	 Be A Designer Activity:  		   
Decorate the school hallways, classrooms, and gym 
with artwork or crafts based on The Magic Flute. 
Students can create signs, posters, window or wall 
murals, and sock or popsicle stick puppets. 

2.	 Costume Day: 
Encourage audience members (grown-ups, too) 
to wear something related to The Magic Flute. Or 
organize a ‘Dress as Your Favorite Space Character’ 
costume day when OFTY visits your school!

3.	 Create your own show: 
(A worksheet for related dramatic activities 
can be found in the Student Handbook) Using the Cast Recording or Libretto (ofty.org/
tmsprotected/), play excerpts from the show and have students act out sections with the 
recording as a “sound track.” Popsicle stick puppets are great for this!

4.	 Constellation Jar Craft: 
Create a constellation jar as a classroom craft - designmom.com/diy-constellation-jar/

5.	 Space-Themed Artwork: 
Create artwork related to outer space, such as galaxies, space travel, or astronauts. Use 
resources like: 
Astronomy for Kids - astronomy.com/tags/astronomy-for-kids/ 
NASA Kids’ Club - nasa.gov/learning-resources/nasa-kids-club/

6.	 Glossary Review: 
Review the Glossary of Opera Terms in this guide (pg 13) and the Glossary of Words from 
The Magic Flute in the Student Guide with students to acquaint them with the unfamiliar 
terms in the libretto and associated with opera. 

7.	 Design Future Inventions: 
Brainstorm, design, and draw serious and wacky inventions for the future, such as futuristic 
travel, communication devices, or clothing.

8.	 Artist Interview: 
Listen to this interview by third-grader Stella with OFTY veteran singer, Jeni Houser - 
ofty.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Jeni-Houser-Opera-Questions.mp3. Brainstorm 
interview questions for the OFTY artists when they visit your school!

9.	 Heightened Musical Drama:  
View OFTY’s video playlist “Watch and Listen” (//goo.gl/t3UECJ) which includes clips from 
OFTY’s The Magic Flute and Beauty and the Beast. Let students know they might not catch 
every word, especially when characters sing high or overlap. Encourage them to focus on the 
overall message and emotions conveyed by the music. Explain that repeated words in the 
libretto help make important points clearer.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

DESIGN CERTIFICATES

Would you like to recognize your 
students for their artwork after the 

show? OFTY offers certificates that we 
can personalize with each student’s 
name and present on the day of the 

performance. If you’re interested, 
please email ali@ofty.org with the 
number of certificates you’ll need!

https://www.operafortheyoung.org/tmsprotected
https://www.operafortheyoung.org/tmsprotected
https://designmom.com/diy-constellation-jar/
https://www.astronomy.com/tags/astronomy-for-kids/
https://www.nasa.gov/learning-resources/nasa-kids-club/
https://www.ofty.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Jeni-Houser-Opera-Questions.mp3
https://goo.gl/t3UECJ
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DISCUSSION AND RESEARCH TOPICS

1.	 Opera vs. Other Theatrical Forms: 
Discuss how operas are similar to and different from musicals or plays. Focus on the fact 
that opera texts are primarily sung, and compare this with ballet, TV, and film. Consider the 
importance of performer/audience chemistry and the phrase “the show must go on!”

2.	 Classically-trained Voices vs. Popular Music Voices: 
Explore the differences between operatic voices and those of rock, pop, or folk singers. Focus 
on aspects like vocal range, volume, and accuracy.

3.	 Career as a Professional Musician: 
Discuss the challenges and requirements of a career in music, including training, job 
competition, and artistic discipline.

4.	 Audience Etiquette: 
Talk about appropriate audience behavior at performances, including not talking during 
the show but feeling free to laugh and applaud. Mention that singing along with OFTY is 
encouraged!

5.	 Music in Daily Life: 
Examine how music influences emotions and communication in daily life. Discuss its roles in 
movie soundtracks, politics, and other areas. Consider how opera is used in media like films 
and commercials.

6.	 Opera as Storytelling: 
Discuss how opera uses singing to tell stories and how this might be different from other 
forms of storytelling. Reflect on how opera might feel different from what students expected, 
especially if it’s their first exposure. 

7.	 Music as a Universal Language: 
Discuss the idea that music is a universal language with magical powers. Explain the phrase 
“music has charms to soothe a savage breast” (William Congreve, 1697) and explore how 
The Magic Flute uses music to calm or influence emotions.

8.	 Bravery and Courage: 
Discuss the theme of bravery in The Magic Flute, particularly focusing on Princess Pamina’s 
challenges. Compare this with real-life examples of courage and peaceful resistance, like 
that of Martin Luther King, Jr. or Mahatma Gandhi.

9.	 Opera-related Projects: 
Encourage students to undertake projects related to opera, such as finding articles about 
opera singers or productions, watching an opera, or visiting an opera house.

10.	Cartoon Operas: 
-Play the Bugs Bunny Classic The Rabbit of Seville - vimeo.com/456078993 - which uses 
music from The Barber of Seville by Rossini. Discuss what an opera cartoon might mean to 
people, e.g., operatic music is goofy / operatic music vividly depicts dramatic situations.  
-Play Bugs’ other classic What’s Opera, Doc? - vimeo.com/444002896 - which uses 
music from Wagner’s opera The Valkyrie and features Bugs clad in a helmet with horns, a 
breastplate, and a spear. Discuss how these images became associated with opera. Do ALL 
operas feature breastplates and horned helmets? 

https://vimeo.com/456078993
https://vimeo.com/444002896
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POST-PERFORMANCE EVALUATIONS

OFTY strongly encourages all audience members to complete our Evaluation forms - please 
distribute them to your school. Feedback is vital to our grant-reporting and fundraising efforts. 
Follow the links below or visit OFTY’s website for hard copy forms: ofty.org/tms.

•	 Kindergarten: forms.gle/rQQhRAy1kvpcQKCNA

•	 Grades 1 & 2: forms.gle/j9XuvxDViHgzaQPNA

•	 Grades 3 - 5: forms.gle/oGCnjwxAS6vjwvtg8

•	 Grades 6 - 12: forms.gle/8tUgjEDoCuPQ4f249

•	 Music Teachers: forms.gle/maDrqvMixm9pawhx9

•	 Non-Music Teacher / Staff: forms.gle/2eXvZYd6MSWQgrqD8

https://www.operafortheyoung.org/tms/
https://goo.gl/forms/Q3V5WS1gZu3GHLsE2
https://forms.gle/rQQhRAy1kvpcQKCNA
https://goo.gl/forms/zn7lYBnDIk5nmnlr1
https://forms.gle/j9XuvxDViHgzaQPNA
https://goo.gl/forms/Cc4APcHkCZCRlRor1
https://forms.gle/oGCnjwxAS6vjwvtg8
https://goo.gl/forms/o7kPV6PMcoqhxYmp2
https://forms.gle/8tUgjEDoCuPQ4f249
https://goo.gl/forms/vbUkCxcJqUcGVCRz1
https://forms.gle/maDrqvMixm9pawhx9
https://goo.gl/forms/e9LfiESqDgDOKRoF3
https://forms.gle/2eXvZYd6MSWQgrqD8
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Character drawings by Ingrid Kallick

THE QUEEN OF THE NIGHT
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Character drawings by Ingrid Kallick

THE QUEEN OF THE NIGHT
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Character drawings by Ingrid Kallick

PAMINA
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Character drawings by Ingrid Kallick

PAMINA
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TAMINO

Character drawings by Ingrid Kallick
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TAMINO

Character drawings by Ingrid Kallick
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PAPAGENO

Character drawings by Ingrid Kallick
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PAPAGENO

Character drawings by Ingrid Kallick
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THE THREE LADIES

Character drawings by Ingrid Kallick
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THE THREE LADIES

Character drawings by Ingrid Kallick
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THE COUNCIL OF WISDOM

Character drawings by Ingrid Kallick
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THE COUNCIL OF WISDOM

Character drawings by Ingrid Kallick
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SARASTRO
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SARASTRO
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