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*Boid = “Bird” pronounced to rhyme with “asteroid.”
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Papageno Spoken Excerpt 

 

Amplified Offstage Voice: Once upon a time, in a solar system light years away, 

there was a planet that suffered a disastrous quake and cracked in half. One 

fragment spun off into the cold shadow of a huge moon; the other settled near the 

bright warmth of the sun. The Sun Planet was ruled by the wise Sarastro and his 

Council of Wisdom, and the Moon Planet by the treacherous Queen of the Night. 

Our story begins as the Queen is planning to take over the Sun Planet and enslave 

its population by stealing Sarastro’s symbol of power: the Sun Crest. She has sent 

for her second-in-command, the noble soldier, Princess Pamina. 



Questions for auditioners

How - and why? - do you sing so loud?

Does it hurt your throat to sing loud like that?

Did you choose what part you would play?

How can you sing so high? Low? Fast?

Are you really in love?

Do you ever make mistakes?

Do you get nervous?

Is this your job?

How did you get to be an opera singer?

How do you learn so much music and so many words?

Are you famous?
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