Act |

Sooken during intro music:

Father:

Mother:

Father:

Mother:

Father:

Mother:

Father:

Mother:

Father:

Once upon atime, there lived a poor woodcultter,
hiswife,

and two children at the edge of a deep, dark forest.
The man made brooms to sell

and the woman sold a few items of hand-stitched clothing. But times were hard and they earned very
little money, so the family was hungry.

One day, after their mother went off to market, the boy, Hansel, and his sister, Gretel, did chores
around the house. The were joined by several youngstersin raggedy clothes who occasionally

and mysteriously
would wander out of the woods and appear at their door.

Hansel and Gretel didn’t ask questions; they were just happy for the company! And, asis often true
with children, work soon turned to play.
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Mother (spoken): [deep sigh] What kind of mother am 1? Losing my temper like that, punishing the children for my mistake? Oh,
if only | weren't so hungry...and tired.
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Hansel:
Gretel:
Witch (M):
Witch (F):

= mzmzmEomE

No thank you...lady. I’'m not going inside.

You're astranger and just alittle bit too friendly.

My my my, aren’t they just so very clever?

Little smarty pants.

Why, my delicious

hmmmm

darling children. | just want to welcome you to my home. WEe' re going to have ayum, yum, yum
ahhh

fun, fun, fun time together. Now let's see. First I'll eat

(whistles)

feed your little brother; he looks even hungrier than you, sweetie pie.
and you could use afew gumdrops.

Here you are, my puny little dumpling — eat up!

67
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Witch (M):

Witch (F):

Witch (M):

Witch (F):

Witch (M):

Gretel:

Witch (M):

Gretel

81
Now, time to check on the groceries...come, my little appetizer, show me your finger. [twig bit]
Jumpin’ Jiminy! Skinny as a skeleton!
Yech, blech.
WE'll have to fatten you up
beanpole.
Gretel! [she enters unseen by witch] Fetch more nuts and berries for your hungry little broth--
Hereyou are.

EEEEEK! You're quick. [Gretel steals wand as Witch feeds Hansel]
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