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INTERNATIONAL OPERA STAR SHERRILL MILNES LENDS SUPPORT TO 

MADISON’S OPERA FOR THE YOUNG 

MADISON, WI, JANUARY 5, 2009:  Baritone Sherrill Milnes, who has 

thrilled audiences in the world’s leading opera houses, has now lent 

his golden voice to Madison’s Opera for the Young in a letter of 

support for their fund raising efforts. 

 

Opera for the Young performs abridged versions of classic operas in 

elementary and secondary schools all over Wisconsin and in parts of 

Michigan, Minnesota, northern Illinois, Iowa and Indiana. The 

singers who tour with OFY are young professionals, often just out of 

college or conservatory; some have studied in the VoicExperience! 

artist development program founded by Milnes and his wife, soprano 

Maria Zouves. 

 

While Opera for the Young’s primary focus is bringing vocal 

performance to the schools, the organization also fulfills the 

important function of providing both employment and valuable 

experience for young singers as they begin their careers. An OFY 
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credit, often one of the first on a singer’s resume, helps open 

doors with other companies. 

 

Opera for the Young alum tenor Gregory Schmidt is just one example. 

Schmidt, who lives in Madison when he is not on the road performing, 

sings leading Bel Canto roles nationally and is on the roster at New 

York’s Metropolitan Opera. Fifteen years ago and just out of school, 

Schmidt toured with the OFY production of Orpheus in the Underworld. 

He remains a staunch supporter of OFY, calling it “valuable to this 

art form in so many ways...[through] the outreach to the schools, 

the performing and music education experience for the singers. And 

you should see how the kids respond! Opera for the Young is creating 

the next generation of audiences, performers, and philanthropists.” 

 

Sherrill Milnes has been called the world’s greatest Verdi baritone. 

His career spanned decades, and he was a regular at the Metropolitan 

opera in New York in the 1970s and 1980s. He was a prolific 

recording artist who partnered with other international stars, 

Placido Domingo, Luciano Pavarotti and Beverly Sills among them. He 

is Professor Emeritus, Northwestern University School of Music. In 

addition to his role as Artistic Director with the VoiceExperience! 

Foundation, he serves as Artistic Advisor for Opera Tampa. 

 

For more information about Opera for the Young, call 608.277.9560 or 

visit their web site at www.operafortheyoung.org. 
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